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A THOUSAND DAYS by ARTHUR M, SCHLESINGER, JR. 


Kennedy in the round 
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iMMTor of 

Pr«»i()4>n( KrnnrdyV 
lion Mwviubly ovcrlAid any caJin 
•pprrcjauon of hu lift- and 
•*>*! *’vm uww Uir Ulle 
w thu book. A TtiottikatMl 
rrminib u* ihai t^u youne man 
tl»r hiitnaii 
•rt ni* iikr ktHDt* flan mi; mvtror 
»ml ^ aonr 

** fUA pfWMmtation of thr man 
and cwni* Mr SrlilfiinijtT 
trIU Ihr ulr tn a way which U 
scholarly . runipriltni; and 
authrntic Hf ha» rtmsen tu di» m» 
in citronolocical order from the 
rimipir* polJtiral maooruvnnipk 
’shirh accompany thr clioicr of 
• prcaiifrnual randtdal** Ui the 
climaa and drama of the final 
day nf viuimre and death That 
no doubt i> richt; it reveaJa. to 
Ihr acrouiU ol the iucideui» of 
hay of u,^ 

mrrtm* with Mr Kbrualicbrv m 
\ienna. how Kenm-dy waa 
b^lrd and hu Presidential 
m**ltlr proved 

Hut II u in the later chaptrn 
~ In Uie White liouae," - The 
hxdly Puipir- ^„d 

I ennsylvatua Avrtuie " — tliot 
U*r reader betniu to feel U»e 
tnantc of the tuan and to under 
almid the arrrei of hla appeal to 
ni it tons. As pajce after paj^T urn 
lulOs his rharaeter. his sym- 
pathy with orilinary people and 
Iheir preoccupation with the 
I of livMii; rtee..nt diKiie 

ftru lives bei'umes apparent 
He not only expressed their 
prohleiiu in enid and often 
slaik lanjruaKc. but be was able 
In make tieoplr feel tliat he 
would bring u*e prestige and 
authority of Uie Prrsidenev and 
Uir power of the I nia^ .suies 
In their aid The unemployed, 
liw under privileged, the Negro 
Ihr hungry and ah Umse who 
lived under the shadow of fear 
saw in Kennedy one who meant 
In do simiething about their 
troubles 

Mr Srhlestnger ceruinly por.s 
Jo the root of the matter when 
Iw says that “ personalitv *• was 
litr must potent imtrumeni of 
his JYesidenUal authority. On 
one occasion KeuiMHjy aaid* - 1 
Mippnse that If you had to 
ehoo^e one qualitv to has-e 
It wmild he -viulit) *.- Ami 

*•“**»*) which penne^ 
airs these pages 

The description of hu Presi 
with 

aeuw Is fully Justified hut 
If he was impatient, hr was 
aiw. «^r Sefilesinger reemds. 
a superb- listener. I nulir^f 
on many occasions his quite 
unusual ability to stand bach 
* hroblrm to grt it m 
lorus The opinion of every. 

•me round a Lstde would lie e*. 
iracied by a series of sUrrato 
dursUons The posiuons of Iik 
own advisers would be iiierei- 

uitli all the facts and argii 
menti. be took time to make 
bis decision, and when jt came 
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it was his own It was a proress 
U'hich gave confidence to triends 
and allies. 

Being of Irish ettrartion. he 
hW politic* tn his blmat; hut 
he was not b> naiun- imrtlsan. 
ilis mstin«*t told him tliat nearly 
all Uie decisions of s President 
l»d to he made on bt half of 
Ihr nation or b> reason of 
Ameriia’s power on behalf of 
mankind He trrjitrd them so 
and as a result hr art|uir««d,* 
much earlier than most. Uie 
stature of a statesman. 

Mr SehJttsmgrr selects, as 
ivmnedj ‘s most powerful 
w-ra|*on on itw home Irunt. tiie 
vision of the truly civilised 
f«umonity Ammca 
become. Jit^ appeal ua» lor 
riuality in Aiiicrwati life, ami 
here lo- foiiched a chord 
ills terhiiiiiue in getting I, is 
H 1.01 un.qui:. 
He sensed an underl.>ing du- 
l^nteni and sense of frustratiun 
In society. .So he set out to make 
Ideas * fastiioniiiile and in so 
doing to release the cniical 
faculty of 111 ,, nation 
criticum, as Mr Sclilesinger 
II. Iteiamr not onlv |,.g,|j 
but pairu.tie -Modernity 

popular The iniellertuals 
amM^ young Wert inspired to 

Karl.v In the story we see the 
cnrabination of tlie realist and 
A***^^* reforrorr at work- 
in Uie appointment, agaitut 
Uie advirr of hiv closest pollUcal 
Associates, of Lyndon Johnson. 
u»e most cumiieicm and suc- 
CThxful of praciiuoners m Con- 
Jfress. as Viif President 
In the runtruversu) selection 
of hi> broUier. hobert. as Allor- 
i^y-Ceneral. and after the 
hum.liaung confusion of tlir 
Buy of Pig.4, as his trouble- 
thooier. right hand man. and 
candid friend. 

In his personal selertion of 
UM* ablest young men be cuuhl 
find from the unnersiues for 
the W hue Moave stafl— a move 
Which wav not t>opuUr wtth U.e 
ih'pariments of State Inn which 
proilueed a situaUon m whnh 
Kenned.v took delight, for he 
•as not averse to stimulation 
by Iricuon if that brought 
results He stmi>l> ws»uld nut 
•ivepi from the usual oAcal 
channels the tradiliooid pov 
tures and answers 
Korrign and defence pohry 
wer typical examples 
-fjih Orhrvra tiuit wr have only 

t*lin4aw«w ^ 


He was not afraid tn enlist 
[hr ac^vocatr of U ul b> xtrengUi 
i>can Aclieson. and to sit him 
down at the tatiie with the 
patient seekers lor the middle 

• ay. Adlai .Stevenson and 
Averell Hamman: and from ttiat 
*^h «l lemjirratnents and 
viewfs to distil a policy which 

• as Hew hut Anieriran. 

I •ell rriuembrr Imw. con- 
vttired by Mr Harrinian. he 
Amm- 

poTtr>- in I^os, a’niT' 'how 


•'as still to u* paid NevertheJ 
less the lessons stood him in 
good stead When U»e crunch 
• ilh Uir Soviet Untiin came [ 
It seemrti that this had 
arrived over Berlin Mr 
Marmillan wsi. vm rJuse tn the 
I resident 4 ihoughia throughout f 
Ibosi' anxious months Kennedy 

/ wib. in a dilemma He Utt Uiai I 
air Knrustichex might inteniret f 
a rriuctancr bv the UniUi} 
SUli* to wage nuiiear war as I 
a luxs of iMTve. But he knew | 
too how easy it wnuld be to I 
- drive the crisis lievonil the I 
point of no return - With great f 
skill hr biendeit a judicious and 
Miflinrtit shttu of fiir«>e and 
imhlicly suted willingness , 
negutiale Nothing Ih- said wa*. 1 
uniiegoliable exii pt “ the 

digniiy of free m«n “ i 

Khrushchev understood this I 
all and f 


I language, hr budTthe 

uiat ctisa rtnpwrnr^ 


r. ■W a 1 e r 1 1 r 

argument hr cut Uiroogh u»e 

“^>^ HI«irk . r» u r, t hy>Tint»tw a 

JU|« le Iij this fir listened to 
air Harold Marmillan, wav ruu- 
Vinre.1, and acieU Kennedy 

r pritiuf 

AmenraT^mipalhy firmly on 
the Mcle of those natium who 
•rre urgently seeking indr- 
l^rnc^altbcuigb „ umvi iw 
o^ifessefl mat When it came to 


I^T’hlTi^rSl^Irs the I 


criiH-ai urgently seeking indsv — 

11 Sell. although it mui iw 

figer pills jp oiifessefi that when it came to 
•giunwie hu rfiUmsiasm “"‘|***^**»**J 

ut> tie. y^fa^ntplle .1 And uu a-etinns of 

•llertuals policies he stamped lus own Kvrry pa 

irxt#>>ssl nitari^ / .. 


real test was yet tu rume, tn 1 
pun and urgent form Mr | 
Miruiduhev's det-u.i»n to put [ 
me lear misxiJes mio Cuba 
representMl the ** supreme 
**^***‘^., .A n» e t 1 r a n inien f 
tion*. Keiifiedv inmiediatelv j 
ivrugnised It for what it was 
He said at oorc. -7 he Doited 
.stat^ must firing Unv to an f 
md.- amt out onir thereafter I 
d^ he waver. Heiiberatejy he I 
chose hloekade raxlier than In ‘ 
Irrvenlion True u> hu. charai - i 
[•!*r he had given himself and 
his antagonist lime in which I 
xauily could prevail At thr I 
muiuf-ni of 


• - supreme mat he 

understood the strength and div 
cretums of power 

»•“ '^o^n Kvrry page of U.e narrative 
jark aiKl changed th«> image of • *‘*^’**aIs Kenneity as a man of 
^ country m Uir eyes tif the Pi^n'rplicm and hig ideas 


world 

TIh: Bay of Pigs was bapusm 



rxperienie Kennedy would have 
vei^l the expetliiiun. doomed 
^ J*Hure from tlie start 

if .r l niaimrr 

rpiSiKle. 
**'*’ *»* 

^uent events At one stage in 
the endless discussions Mr 
Kclilcsinger records Uo- Presi 

^ **••• *had..w 

<»r U.e stibstanc* of power' We 
are going to work on Uie sub- 
JJance of power - Soon he w xs 

iV..',- V.^' «- »"< xt 


• — - MHJcn. or Ilf* 

U'ouiU ooi harr r%f^ous\ hmisr{/ 
“*‘<‘ting wiUi Mr 
J^xhrbrv so early m lus 
nrrrf . 

humiliai.nn or folhHaSt" ^ 

* ‘ - ‘ lead “ • « t^ucaunl Kennedy, but 


— r-. .. . i.wvii aoo mg laeas 

Neither Castro m ( uba nor the i 
Commumsu m llus.Ma were to 
Idin the fundamenui prubleinv 1 
the coodiiuins which 
firuught them inti> iM-mg The 
result was the launching of such W 
campaigns as - h .kmI for Peace - f 
and the “ Peace Mission - wluij, ^ 
did so much to rhange Ho* tradi- 
America m Asia 
»nd in Africa His theme wax the 
^ dignity - of Ulan and ihi. 

liherty- of man. and that » 

•l«y hr Uin-w U.e Prtleral 

Kighu for American Negroes 
^d marie this It., first of bis 
domeatii tasks That why hr 
|y>vr the moral and ecnomlc 
*uim«r| in full scale tu Uiose 

jo<lTmd.-nce Ilu sympathy 
'vai untv-rrsal ^ 

This i>ook Is - instant hixtorv - 



e.lhrr ted in dead 
Agamvi ih^ i.^f, ^ 

tndisjwtisability of slreotfll. 

aiSlIfT J/**" ***^ imhviwm' 

Afifiitv of negoimiirMi - 


quite found hV ui^h Z V.e 

would not '•*: ^juntan and 

•imld douhth^ Plead TuiS 

Hui from all I 
K^n^y the portrait is true of 
ihr lYesidrni. Hw public ser. 
ari**i.m!^ husband supp,.ried at 
'll-. 



fxeiiurny. nut 
If. As I suspect. 11 led sr.mr of 
the Kussian leaders to uuder- 

1 lllletl .States, a hravA priie 


tbe frir«d-.ser*ou“ and yr.vj* 

Inevitably |he ( 
reader Will fir hatnnnl by Um* I 
mqan havelwetu. but on^ any 
rr^ konmg. Kennedy * wa.% a hie 
rare quality and arhiev«.n, jm 
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